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1 Individuals and organizations not in bold have yet to be consulted regarding their potential roles 
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2 See Dennis Guest, The Emergence of Social Security in Canada Dennis Guest, The Emergence of Social 
Security in Canada, University of British Columbia Press, 1997 and Ken Battle who has coined the phrase 
‘Relentless Incrementalism’ in describing his progress of income security programs for children.  
http://www.caledoninst.org/ 
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4 See http://www.stchrishouse.org/incomesec.htm 
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5 References to ‘welfare’ in the US usually do not extend to persons with disabilities whereas Canadian 
statistics sometimes do not distinguish between needs tested income security by target population. Note 
also that as caseloads of employables decrease, the percent comprised of people with disabilities rises. 
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6 See appended chart. 
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Economic & Income Security and Related Programs & Policies for Low Income Non Aged Adults in Ontario 
Program Level of 

Government 
Delivery 

Frequency 
Funding Benefits Costs or 

Value 
Relationships Comment 

Minimum 
Wage 

Provincial Per hour N/A $7.15:  06/04  
$8.00:  02/07 

$1,066    
by 2007 

Cost of living, 
welfare  

Insufficient to meet 
costs 

Property Tax 
Credit 

Provincial Tax 
system 

Yearly Refund of 
taxes paid 

 $200-$300 to 
low income  

 Other tax 
refundable cr. 

Not integrated 
Welfare exempt 

Sales Tax 
Credit 

Provincial Tax 
system 

Yearly Refund of 
taxes paid 

$20-$50.  Other tax 
refundable cr. 

Not integrated 
Welfare exempt 

GST Credits Federal Tax 
system 

Quarterly Refund of 
taxes paid 

$200 per 
quarter 

 Other tax 
refundable cr. 

Not integrated 
Welfare exempt 

Employment 
Insurance 

Federal Weekly Employers and 
Employees 

Up to $400 a 
week 

 Work and welfare, 
training 

Over funded, 
declining   

Special 
Assistance 

Provincial 
rules – Mun. 

As required 80-20 prov. -
municipal 

Clothing,MSN 
ESUB, CSUB,   

 Welfare and 
working poor 

Only available to 
welfare & disabled 

Prescription 
Drugs 

Provincial 
rules – Mun. 

Monthly 
Benefit Card 

80-20 prov. -
municipal 

ODB welfare 
Trillium w.p. 

$460M 
$100M+ 

Seniors – private 
plans 

Working poor   
disadvantaged 

Dental 
Services 

Provincial 
rules – Mun. 

Monthly 
Benefit Card 

80-20 p/m 
CINOT   

Basic welfare 
CINOT – gr. 8 

$50M 
?? 

Other plans, levels 
of service 

Working poor (w.p.) 
disadvantaged 

Child Benefits 
CCTB 
+OCCS 

Federal & 
Ontario Tax 
system 

Monthly Federal & 
provincial 

$226 a month 
first child 
$100 OCCS 

 Other refundable 
credits, welfare 

Entangled with 
welfare – not 
sufficient yet 

Tax 
Forgiveness 

Federal & 
Provincial Tax 

Yearly Fed and prov.   $8,000 to 
$10,000 a year 

 Tax credits, work  
welfare 

Not integrated with 
other components 

Other 
Subsidies 

Provincial and 
Municipal 

Monthly 80-20 Day care, RGI, 
legal aid, h&n 

 Other income 
programs  

Creates stacking 
effects 

Social 
Assistance 

Provincial and 
Municipal 

Monthly 80-20 Ont. Works 
ODSP 

$4.6Billion Other programs, 
work 

Injurious choice: 
work and welfare 

CPP Federal Monthly Employer/ee Dis, survivor  ODSP reduces Work disincentives 
�


